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When the Miscellaneous CorporaBEMIStions Committee of the upper house

of the New York State Legislature
\J\\ takes up the Cantor-Laimbeer Gas

CANTOR'S BILL bill for discussion 'to-day, expert testi*mony in behalf of that measure will be

given by Professor Edward W. Bemis, who has gone to

Albany, upon the invitation of the Journal, to answer such

questions as may be asked by the members of the committeeconcerning the practical application of this legislative
measure looking to the reduction in the price of gas, and
the protection of the interests of the people as against the

interests of the monopolies which control the public suppliesof light and heat.
Professor Bemis is one of the ablest as he is one of the

best known specialists in certain branches of political
economy and sociology in the United States. Professor of

political and economical science at Vanderbilt University
for several years, and later associate professor of political
economy in the University of Chicago, Professor Bemis
has long been known as one of the highest living authoritiesupon questions touching the relations of municipalities
to gas light and street railway companies. His opposition
to the Chicago Gas Trust, of which John D. Rockefeller
was at that time a ruling spirit, while he occupied a chair
in the University of Chicago, resulted in his removal from

the, circle of the faculty of that institution.
.rroiessoi cerais nas maue a me siuuy ui gas iiiaaiuiavtureand gas supply, as affecting the interests of municipalities,and his testimony in behalf of Senator Cantor's

measure will be most valuable because it will carry the

weight of acknowledged scientific authority. Since the
receipt of the Journal's invitation Professor Bemis has
made an exhaustive study of the Cantor-Laimbeer bill,
and his opinion of it in detail appears in another column
of to-day s issue of the Journal. He considers it a conservativemeasure, and particularly applauds that feature
which comprehends municipal supervision of the gas companies.His declaration that $1 per thousand feet not
only gives ample remuneration to the manufacturers of
illuminating gas, but also affords a sufficient protective
margin to "the innocent purchasers of watered stock" in

tjie gas companies, has ample corroboration in the annual
statements of the officials of the municipal gas works in
Birmingham, Glasgow and other great cities in the United
Kingdom.

Professor Bemis declares from a wealth of special informationthat there is no danger of the displacement of
gas by electricity within the limits of the near future, but
that, on the contrary, the consumption of gas per capita in
the large cities is steadily increasing, and that so far as

fuel gas is concerned, at any rate, the increase is likely to
be steady for a long time to come. The municipal ownershipof gas works, Professor Bemis argues, should and
may come in time.when American cities have eradicated
all traces of the spoils system from their civic governments.Meantime the Cantor-Laimbeer measure, looking
to such degree of municipal supervision as may protect the
interests of the public, and regulating the prices and the
quality of the gas supplied by the private corporations, is a

step toward that rational and proper condition. '

Professor Bemis's approval and advocacy of Senator
Cantor's bill should secure its favorable report at the
hands of the Miscellaneous Corporations Committee. There
is no other man in America so well equipped as he for the
vii^cussion of the questions involved.

x The introduction into the Legislature
THE of a bill providing for a uniform sysrnnn

r?n A tem of sood roads throughout the
GOOD ROADo gtate fey Senator Higbie is a boon long

BiLL. expected, and will now be heartily
applauded by all who have the

public welfare at heart.
The legislation proposed provides for a Board of State

Highway Commissioners, one of whom shall be a civil

engineer. This Board's duty will be to meet at least once

a year in each county, and make special recommendations
for that county, furnishing plans and directions and designatingwhat specific road improvements shall receive State

assistance. It is to be left to each county tc decide whether

it will act on the recommendations of the Commission.
All roads built under the State authority shall be planned
after the best scientific methods.Macadam, Telford or

similar system.and may not be less than eight or more

than sixteen feet wide. The tax provided in the bill will

raise $430»000 annually and levy a State tax of one-tenth
of a mill. The State divides the cost of construction with

the county, and all the operations of road building are to

be supervised by the engineering authorities of the Board

directly, or by appointment of deputies.
Whether this bill in its present form covers all the

needed ground is as yet scarcely evident, but it is an importantmove in the right direction. The progress of the

arpiration for good roads owes much to the universal

bicycle passion. J^ernaps we snouia nut nave auvautcu

so far toward an attainable- goal had it not been for the

enthusiasm cf the wheelmen. But the overwhelmingly
important reasons for such a bill lie in the agricultural
Interests of the State.

It has been estimated by expert authorities that a uniformsystem of good roads would add twenty-flve per cent

to the taxable value of rural property throughout New

York. The tendency toward the abandonment of farms is

not confined to New England, but also Infects this great
commonwealth, as well as New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
It is most important to turn the tide the other way. The

prosperity of the farmer lies at the bottom of the whole
national fabric. There is every reason to believe that good
roads would go far In effecting a desirable revolution by
multiplying inducements to the career of agricultors. The

vastly increased economy and facility of haulage to shippingpoints and the increased pleasures of country life
which would be the outcome of good roads would remove

two of the most potent causes of the decadence of farming.
Most of all, it would stimulate the interest of young men

tn agricultural pursuits by making these something more

:han mere Grade-rind drudsrerv.
I

,At a meeting of the Ladies' Health
APROPOS Protective Association held on TuesQPp(jg[_|Q day last Theodore Roosevelt made an

^
address on "Spitters and Spitting."

NUISANCES. He is quoted as saying: "The only
way to convince some Kinas or nurna.ii

dwlne of their indecertcy Is to punish some other human
swine." In a climate like this, where coughs and colds

abound, where a very large percentage of the whole populationsuffers from acute or chronic catarrhal inflammationof some portion of the air passages, expectoration is a

necessity. To call all such persons human swine is to offer
a gratuitous insult to a large class of the community.
The man who makes such a sweeping statement writes

himself down as belonging to another species of the lower

animals, known as the ass.

When the mucous membrane of the eye, for instance, is

lflamed or irritated there is an increased flow of secre-

tion, and It escapes over the cheek in the form of tears.
And when the mucous membrame of the air passages is

inflamed, or the salivary glands are irritated, there is
also an increase of their secretions, and it must be gotten
rid of by expectoration. Mr. Roosevelt is apparently not
aware of these simple physiological facts. If he was he

might not characterize these unfortunates as swine.
There is little danger to the public health from persons

expectorating on the street or in street cars so long as the

expectorated matter is free from tubercle bacilli. Persons
who have tuberculosis should be taught to use a "spit cup"
at all times and destroy their expectoration. This is per-
Xlfcipo lllipi CtiJ llUdUlC, UU L 11UL IXXUX C nu CXXcXXX LU ^iCVCUl CLXJ

people from expectorating. There is one sane thing the
Board of Health, of which Mr. Roosevelt is a member,
might do. That is to pass an ordinance and compel all

hotels, clubs, saloons, etc., to thoroughly clean their spittoonsevery day, and place in them each morning a proper
amount of some germicidal solution which would destroy
the tubercle bacilli within a few minutes after they had
been deposited.

Sporadic and Hysterical eitorts, sucn as tne £soard< 01

Health has been making of late; calling hard names and

insulting the public, as Mr. Roosevelt is reported to have
done in his address to the Ladies' Health Protective Association,are not going to suppress tuberculosis or any other
communicable disease.

Expectoration in public places is In most instances not

at all detrimental to the public health. It is doubtless

unesthetlc, and properly revolting to most persons. But
then there are other annoyances. There is Mr. Roosevelt,
for instance, who is making a large part of this community
very tired.

Statistics are so often misleading,
FACTS ABOUT even when honestly collected and fairly

»/ii i.iioin. i presented, that the country will notMUNICIPAL *
^ . ... .. .build much faith upon the investigaOWNERSHIP.tion into the question of municipal

ownership by the Federal and State
departments of labor. But whether or not they furnish
data comprehensive enough to justify a conclusion drawn
from them, they will unquestionably be interesting to all
students of the social problem.

T F ic + r\ nhfoin Infnrrvio ti An o oil mnn1f*inn 1

monopolies now under municipal control, and to collect
facts showing the cost to the consumer of water, gas and
electric light when furnished by municipalities in comparisonwith the cost when furnished by private enterprise.Work in this direction has begun, and it is expected
to be completed within a few months, when a report will
be made to Congress.

Whatever may be the result of this investigation, the

investigation itself is important as a sign of the times. It
adds force to the many other indications that the day
when municipal ownership of municipal monopolies will
be the rule instead of the exception is not distant.

It is hard to believe the story that

MORALITY Mayor Strong has been determined by
amp> rur reports made to him by the police to
AND tic

, ,,close up some of the music hails of

|" MUSIC HALLS, this city. The story has it that the

police, those austere and righteous
guardians of the public morals, have been visiting all
places of amusement lately, have been uniformly shocked
by what they saw there, and have told the Mayor that the
general tendency of "every one" of the entertainments
given in such resorts is toward immorality. Therefore the
Mayor, accepting these reports as final, and evidently
deeming himself not judge enough of these matters to go
behind them even to the extent of personal inspection,
covertly threatens that when the music halls desire their
licenses renewed the desire will be defeated.

This is all very well. But if this police supervision oi
public entertainment is to become a feature of metropol-
itan life, why should the bluecoats' moral functions stop
at the music halls? Let them be extended. Let the police
be detailed to visit the theatres. Let them sit through a

performance of "Cymbeline," for instance, and then let the
Mayor understand the truth, that it is a play largely
flavored with immorality. That should be enough to close
the theatre where "Cymbeline" is being played. Let them
visit the opera the next time "Faust" is sung, and tell the
Mayor that, as the performance turns upon unchastity and
the baser passions, the license of the Metropolitan Opera
House should be revoked. Let them go to hear Mr. Moody
mention the devil and hell, and conclude that Carnegie
Hall has an evil influence upon public morals by familiarizingthe young with terms often used in profane swearing,
Let them make a tour of the Metropolitan Museum^ of 'Art
and the private art galleries of this town, and insist upon
their destruction on the ground, already provided by Mr.
Moody, that the paintings and statuary in these places are

lubrtcious and perverting. Let them attend the Bradley
Martin ball and have the Waldorf shut up because it will
have contained a number of women who, it is said, have
shoulders.

There is evidently a wide field of usefulness for the
police acting in the capacity of public censors. They would
like to occupy it, for nothing is more agreeable to highminded,virtuous and sensitive men like those of whom
the police force is composed than to be shocked by alluring
immorality; and they would also be provided with an excellentexcuse for their failure to perform the duty with
which they are charged and for which they were originally
designed.to preserve the public peace and arrest malefactors.On the other hand, the public would welcome the
assumption of these functions by the police, for if there
is anything New York craves it is to be made more nearly
to resemble such quiet and moral communities as Bethlehem,N. H., and Saccarappa, Me.

That Parkersburg bank official who filched $48,000 from the
institution which had trusted him is to be discharged. It is
fortunate for him that he was not detected in the act of stealing
food for a starving family.

The, employes of the street railways at Toledo, Ohio, have
received their first Instalment of the return of prosperity in the

shape of a notification of a 10 per cent reduction in their wages.
Toledo is but a short distance from Canton.

Tom Reed Is said to be taking extraordinary pains to ascertain
Just what the incoming Administration wants In the way oi

legislation. Later on he will be every bit as careful in seeing
that it doesn't get it.

There appears to be a determined Intention on the part of the
Delaware people to maire air. aucucks s outness permanent.

After the Lou Payn appointment Governor Black can be de|pended upon to carry out all his contracts with His Easiness.

Mr. Tom Piatt will be sure to be thoughtful enough to congratulateMr. Lou Payn on the latter's surprise.

Hon. Lyman Gage's advent in public life is accompanied by a

long retinue of denials and repudiations.

Governor Black's present attitude is of the what-are-yougoing-to-do-about-ltvariety.

It appears that Hon. Lyman J. Gage has been interviewed by
the Schlaparelli reporter.

A Moment with
the Chappies.

Jack Astor is a man of taste. He proved
this when he chose Miss -Willing, of Philadelphia,for his wife. He gave fresh evidenceof it when he selected Miss Alice
Oastleman, of Louisville, as the belle of
the Charity Ball.
Jack may be a bit lacking in the art of

Wearing a uniform, and he may not be
quite up to the mark in sailing a yacht,
but when it comes to picking out pretty
women," he stands at the head of the class.
Miss Castleman, whom all the chappies

and chappisettes wore talking about yesterday.is a Kentucky beauty and didn't need
Colonel Astor's approval to make her a

belle. She was that already, and among
men who pride themselves that they are

the best judges of women, whiskey and
race horses in the world.
Miss Castleman, therefore, accepted ColonelAstor's tribute to her loveliness very

graciously, but as a matter of course.
In her veins flows the blood of the Castle-

mans and Breekenridges of Kentucky; she
is the best equestrienne in her native State;
she is a capital whip; she doesn't scorn the
wheel, and she is famous for her skill at
golf and tennis.
Add to this the fact that she made her

debut only last Winter and you can readily
see why it is that she might regard Colonel
Astor's choice merely as a matter of course.

Chappiedom is unanimous in the hope that
Miss Alice Castleman may remain in New
York yet a little longer. It is anxious to
see so famous a beauty and so beautiful a
woman.

For a long time I've been wondering why
Addison Cammaek, with his large fortune
and his pretty wife, should keep on playing
the bear in Wall Street.
I've watched him closely at the opera this

season, and every time he struggled Into
his great coat, as the last strains of the
orchestra died away, I've said to myself:
"If I w^re you, old chap, I'd draw out of
the game and let Wall Street go to the
devil."
And now Cimmack has done that very

thing. The biggest and boldest bear in
Wall Street has retired from active operationsin that fold where so many lambs
have gasped their last in his close emTlrn PA on/I win ervon A fkn « I,3 a :

'.ill DIJCliU LUC J. C 111 ULllClt.'IT Ui U1S
life In the enjoyment of a hard-earned fortuneand the delights of a beatific (jpmesticlty.
All the real old boys In town are givingAddison the glad hand, while they congratulateMrs. Cammack on so complete

a victory over her only rival, Wall Street.
What's the matter with these Pell people,that they should be kicking up such a

row over the fact that one of their daughtersIs going into the millinery business?
Isn't it t,he proper thing to go into trade

nowadays?
If Rawlins Lowndes Cottenet can sell

flowers and Duncan Elliott's sisters can
, keep a lodging house, and Mrs. Lowery
and Miss Wilmerding can serve tea and
crumpets, surely Miss Pell may be per,mitted to trim and sell bonnets for a living
in order to support herself and child.

If the Pells are sincere in the belief that
trade will hurt the name of Pell, why
don't they fix It so that this young woman
needn't work to keep the wolf from the
door?
People don't go into trade for fun.
If the proud spirit of the Pell family

must needs be preserved from the insult
of having its name pasted in other people's
hats, why dcn't some haughty representativeof the family.Archie roll, for instance.starta Tell subscription to keep
this particular Pell out of the bonnet busi;ness?

Very few people know that Jack Astor
numbers journalism among his many ae,complishments. He is the chief stockholder
in the Rider and Driver, and takes the
liveliest interest in the conduct of that
publication.

P,ut Jack is a generous editor.
Although the Rider and Driver is devoted

to horses and horsemen, he never once peltedthe Coaching Club when it pilled him.
jne uiu iiul say e\en u worn uerugaiory 10

T. Suffering Tailer, whose friends wouldn't
let him into the club. He refrained from
using any weapon that was n<.£ used
against him, and throughout the whole affairconducted himself as a thorough
sportsman.
All the chappies I know would not have

been so lenient under similar conditions.
They would have found a screw loose in
somebody's coach, and would have publishedIt.

Washington is mightily agitated over the
prospect of having Cornelius Yanderbilt in
it, if not of It.
Such- society as exists there has gathered

together its heterogeneous molecules and
decided to give the head of the house of
Yanderbilt a warm welcome.
Even the Washington newspapers have

taken up the subject, and one of them
printed a cartoon recently that repreor,r.+n/lno liolno litc-nUTT cnnwo,!

under with invitations from Washingtoniansanxious to make his acquaintance.
I have also noticed a tendency in our

home publications to credit Mr. Vanderbilt
with the purpose of going to Washington in
search of social diversion. They should
abandon that line of speculation at once.

Mr. Vanderbilt is not a freak.
He is going to Washington, in search of

health, not society.
Even if he were well and went to Washingtonat this time he would not7 enter

into its giddy social whirl for two excellent
reasons. He is in mourning for his mother
and he is a strict observer of Lent.

It seems to me that everybody, from the
actress with the alleged pink tootsy-wootsiesto the wine agent with fhe undisguis-
able vermilion proboscis, is trying to get
an advertisement out of Mrs. Bradley Martin'sball.
What's more, they are doing it. Not as

well as the pulpit chappies, but they are

doing it, just the same.

, And yet there are people who are so
blind as to claim that Mrs. Martin's fancy
function does not benefit humanity!
A dire whisper ran around the clubs last

night that "Lisha" Dyer would not attend
the Bradley Martin ball.

It is also said that Chauncey Depew will
not lend the glory of his countenance to
that fancy function.

i wo causes are aitegeu in explanation of
the Peach's prospective absence.
One is that he is going to rest on the

laurels won by him when he led the march
at the Charity Ball. Ho feels that the
fame of that feat cannot be augmented by
showing his feet at the Bradley Martin
fete.
The other cause is said to be purely political.The agitation over the Bradley

Martin ball may have an influence on the
next Presidential election, and Chauncey
is unwilling to imperil his chances.

CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER.

T THE LIST OF TQ)Academy of Music... Straight from the Hi
) American Theatre New 1

) Bijou Courted Into C<
) Broadway Theatre Shamus O'B:
) Broadway Music Hall The Gei
\ Columbus Theatre At Gay Coney Isl
) Casino An American Bea
\ Daly's The G«'
\ Empire Theatre Under the Red li
\ Eden Musee World in 1
\ Fifth Avenue - I)r. Claui
( Grand Opera House.... Under the Polar i
\ Garrich Theatre Secret Ser
( Garden Theatre Heartsi
\ Hoyt's Theatre A Contented Woi
t Herald Square The Girl from P
r Harlem Opera House KIs
( Ruber's l-±th St. Museum Vaudev
(Keith's Continuous Performan

THE WEATHER.Partly cloudy
temperature.

An Idiot's Confession,
Some one has said that a special Tr

dence watches over Idiots, drunken 1

and boys. This is true, for I have stai
successfully in all three roles in vari
parts of the inhabited globe.
When quite a boy, with nothing to rec

mend me, aside from a budding intel
and an appetite, I landed in a Teftas t<
minus friends, money and meals.
keeper of a livery stable offered me

engagement as chambermaid at $3
week and board. When not otherwise
ployed I occupied a box stall next to a

stallion, and devoted the rest of my t

giving massage to overheated hack hoi
with a bit of burlap.
Among the patrons of the stable wa

half-breed negro named Wilson, who di
a night hack, paying a stated sum for
nocturnal use of the team and vehi
The fact that Mr. Wilson had lost
greater part of his nose, bitten off in a s

ited light with another eminent night hi
man, did not predispose me in his fa
but he took a great fancy to me.

One evening Wilson frankly said he
never seen a white person with wl
he would rather associate than mys

My many ster

\5( traits of mind
character app

>\ ed to him som

fnl that lle actu
pined for my

I/\\l ^T~7 rather than n

chumming wl

0 \n\JmL *'' mo' at ,east I' 71: of the time.
. enamoured I

Jle took a genuine picas-wlls011 off0red
iire in teaching me. $1 per night

sit beside him 011 the box seat of the h
and converse on general topics. As lie
willing to pay for society, and I needed
money, I consented to brighten the lif<
Mr. Wilson as long as this pleasing 6
did not interfere with my engagenu
among the stalls.
Night after night at 8 o'clock the t

rolled out of the stable with Mr. W1
and I sitting side by side 011 the box. \Y
waiting at the stand in front of a sal
he allowed me to curl up on the cush
and sleep, while Mr. Wilson stood at
bar and drank milk punches. Someti
he favored me with one of those invigc
ing beverages. But with a fare insid
had to be on the box. Most of the tin
drove through the dimly lighted street:
the request of Mr. Wilson, who assured
that all great ljaekmen had to learn to
die the ribbons at some time or anot
and that he took genuine pleasure in te
ing me.
The nights, even in Southern Texas,

chilly, and I had ho overcoat, but my fr:
bought me one just like his own. He
ti nt if I caught cold and died my folk
Monmouth, 111., would never forgive 1
He also gave me a hat that resembled
Along toward 3 or 4 o'clock in the m

ing business grew quiet, and Mr. Wi
had me drive him home. He lived on
other side of town, two miles from
stable, but he trusted me implicitly t
the task of taking the team back. Ai
ing at his house, Mr. Wilson handed n

silver dollar, and. followed by an affect
ate "Good-night, my boy," I drove thro
the middle of the town to the stable.
Those lonely trips were proud epochi

my young life. With coat collar up
hat brim down, I fancied that my cl<
handling of the reins led boozy roum
to mistake me for the gifted Mr. Wil
l' or a couple of weeks 1 enjoyed tl
thrills, and then one night the liacki
failed to call for the team. About
o'clock I strolled uptown. A crowd
collected In and around the Morgue,
I, too, went in. On a slab in the I
room rested my friend, Mr. Wilson, ^

four Winchester bullets in him. F
the talk I learned that he and his 1
had been mixed up in an abduction
from another town. Mr. Wilson expo'
the avengers, but he didn't know
when, and I.cheerful and ingenuous i
.consented to pose as a living bre
works and substitute for the modest
of $1 per night, not in advance. But
belated avengers picked him off
evening on the way to the stable,
this is why I maintain that a sp
Frovidonce does watch over idiots, dri
en men and boys.

CHARLES DRYDE

A Wail from the Black Mill
Spearflsh, S. D., Jan 25 18

New York Journal
Mr. Editer: Dear Sir, I want to mal

few suggestions through your colums
the people that print the Inside of
weekly newspaper and hope you will
a while and consider the importance of
contents of this letter to the peofSlc
this section as well as our town editer
fore you fire this in the basket. The
side of our paper that is the part prii
here is all right it tells us all about Itaj
Top speaks of the $1800 ore also of v<
cles, ilccer veins, blanket formation in
1st, 2nd and 3d contacts all about
finds in wells cellers and in foundation
houses but the inside appears very t
to us people of a mining mind and we
all miners from preachers down.
The first colum on the inside begins i

a piece of poetry about Christmas or Sp
the rest of the colum is tilled with the 1
rlts of some patent medicine. The i
two colunis are filled with a contlr
story and the fourth is headed Farm
Garden. Now If the poetry continued s
and medicine talk can't be pinched
why not have the fourth colum her
Mine and Mill and have underneath
place of valuable testimonials from lea<
farmers, etc. How claims can be jun
without fear, then take out an Arti
Farm Enterence and replace It with a
verees of Copp's Mining laws, change I
to keep eggs all winter, to How to t
jtant powder safely, l'ut in place of I
to make a potato seivo a neat cut sliov
how to timber a shaft, Dump out D
Suggestions and say Suggestions to cl
miners under it In place of If a cow In
soar mouth treate very carefully, lnser
a man misses the drill you are holding

,1,n linmnior n(V -rnnr knee <r,

steal knee cap and continue work as s
as convenient.

I think you catch the idea regarding
kind of news that interests us during
mining boom, and if you can persuade
people that print the inside of our pi
to make, the change we will deed yo
full claim in the Mineral Belt.
Yours truly A. MINI

NIGHT'S AMUSEMENTS. Y
Bart Koster & Bial's Vaudeville (
!ork Knickerbocker Theatre Caste (
mrt Logerot Garden St. Peter's of Rome (
rien Madison Square Garden Gas Exposition (
szer Metropolitan Opera House Grand Opera i
and 'Murray Hill... Northern Lights (
tuty Olympla.Music Hall. Vaudeville, 8:15 P. M.; )
isaa Winter Garden, Bal Champetre, 11 P. M. )
;obe People's Theatre A Night in New York )
V;jx Pastor's Theatre Vaudeville >
iius Pleasure Palace.Music Hall, 1:30 P. M.; 7)
Star P. M.)
vice Proctor's 23d St..Continuous, Noon to 11 \
ase P. M. )
nan Star Theatre On the Mississippi jarls Wallack's Cymbeline \
met Weber & Pields's Music Hall The Geezer (
-ilie 14th St. Theatre Sweet Inniscarra (
CCS (

weather, uiih northcaslerlg winds; stationary

Over the Teacups.
ovi- "What trying creatures men are!" slghec
nen the little brunette. "Indee'd they are,'
red returned the tall blonde. "I don't suppost
ions my husband Is any more stupid than the

rest of them, but"
om- "Of course, he can never find anything
lect Oh, well, I expected that when I was mar

>wn ried," broke in
The the little bruanJfUL nette.
per "And as for re

em- mcmberlng a mes

ime f"My goodness
rses/ y y°u surely didn!|

\* expect that o)

s a\ 1 \ bim! why, where
ove k I I \ were you brought
the \ i\ up?"
cle. /! A \ "Or comlnf
the / \f \ \ home to dinner m

pjr. / 1 j \ J the same hour ii
lclj, I J I t w o successlv(

vor'I ^ days," went or

the tall blonde
had

, T

"He"
lom

I repeated, my message "Would be ar

;eU *'x times" angel and not :

lin.man if he die
' that, dear. Fortunately for me, my cootan has* just been divorced. She expects notheal" Ing but depravity from one of the sterneiucl1

sex, and It gives her a melancholy pleasureallj" to serve the meat in cinders one day anc
s0" the soup half cooked the next. I thini

act' she will teach Jack a little punctualityitss But, speaking of messages, did I tel
111 you what I had to wear on my head a
>art Evelyn's wedding?"
the "Xo, but speaking of that"
If r. "Well, I had taken him with me to th«
me milliner's the day before, and to savi
to my life I couldn't decide whether to taki

ack a hat or a bonnet. The matinee seasoi
was is practically over, so it didn't really seeh
the worth while to buy another large hat; 01
1 the other"
luty "Which did you select?"
mts "Xeither; I went home to think it over

Next morning I asked Jack to telephoni
iack the milliner that I'd take the hat; he sai<
lson he understood, but to make sure I repeatei
hen my message six times, even calling to bin

loon as he turned the corner
ions / "The hat, dear, not the bon
the Hi iwn

mes
."^r-yr'lp4%Cyl:m \©/ ,^W

s W\JW:: /1 \mhiend / ( Vi^cXT11^ £ *_x
said ^VfV^
s ln X */ 'Tie married in llie midst oaim.^ fi,e spoon craze,"hls- "Well, and did".
orn- i,Two hours later up came the bonnetlson and It was so late that I had to tak<

If Whflt fir, \rnn thin!.- ho calfl wli«n
e told him about it?"

^1 1 "Don't ask me what a man"
m" "Said that he didn't see any differenee16a they were both black!"
'"'j" "Good gracious! Xo wonder women wan
° to vote! How can a man make laws whei

he can't even be trusted with a message t
the milliner! But, speaking of Evelyn'

11wedding, did you hear the awful thing m;
husband did about the present?"ers "Xo; but I heard Evelyn say that she'i

>n"'
never speak to you again If she livediese , .hundred years.wan <^0 ganger of that; she has lived to<
many years already. Well, at first I wa

11'
so shocked at the Idea of her marrying s

aiH
soon after her first husband's death tha

)ac I said I wouldn't send anything."1 "Quite right, dear; I felt"
loni «Yee when I found that she was mai
iac*v rying so well, I felt that I must not be to
eas® hard on her, so I decided to send somethingcted T ...

iou see, 1 Keep my duplicate wedding pres
^ ents for such occasions. We were marriei
>a

In the midst of the spoon craze, and i

^um looked as if people expected us to move t

the tlle country and eat a11 our f00(i wltl

that SP°0US'"
ancJ "I know, dear; everybody was givin;

lamps the year I was married!"
jnj. "Yes; well, I had gone to the countr;

for a few days, and I wrote to my husbam
to select some duplicate spoons and seni
them to Evelyn."

g "And he forgot all about it?"
"Alas, no. He selected the set of afte

97 dinner coffee spoons Evelyn and her firs
husband had sent us! And then he actuall,

ie a said it was my fault for not attending t
to myself!" EL1SA ARMSTRONG,

oiir .

rea,i The Jesters' Ghorus.the
of "Row?" repeated the armless wonder. "Row
be- Say! The fat woman accused the living skeleto

out- .they're engaged, you know.of being cold an

ited indifferent, and that was all right enough
fged There was no trouble to speak of till the livin
ei'ti- skeleton came back at her and said it wa

rich a" rl£ht enough for her, but It would hurt hi

s 0reputation if they got too thick. Row? Gee
nine vhizz!".Detroit Journal,
are !.

... "You wont win that race again.that is novita , . ,,

r[j).r as good a wheel as the one you rode.
iter- "Never mind; these are the same legs that
text had last year.".Chicago Record,
tiled
and "Those people next door are still in thei

honeymoon."
ided ."Do you think so?"

in "Yes; he goes shopping with her.".-Chicag
Mnff Record.
lpert
istic "Count, I shall want a little luncheon afte

the theatre."
haw "Yes, mon angel. Eet Is quite propalre. Bu
low may I ask one small questlone?"
ring "Certainly. AA'hat Is It?"
airy "At wheeeh restaurang does your worthy fade

's'a run a kill?".Cleveland I'lain Dealer.

Tlie Broker.I am sorry, sir, that price
4 ;l changed and you lost; but we could not liel
soon It. AA'e get our quotations by cable.

The Broken.Yes.cable car, I suppose..Clr
Jrlu> clnnatl Commercial Tribune,this
Ike Hamlet Hamfat.The world Is mine oyster.

i}10'i Junius Brutus Rantur (gazing down the trac
at an approaching blizzard).And you seem 1

CIt be taking It raw..Cleveland Leader,

I Gaught in the
Metropolitan Whirl

A gentleman whose experience with want
tiering noblemen lias been interesting an<^
varied read what was published in this
column about Count Ikernstoff, of Barrisoq
renown, and remarked: i

That Bernstoff was one of the most credulouschaps that I ever encountered in my
life. That is to say, like a great many
others of his class, he would believe anythingexcept plain, common-fcense truth,
and was always sure ho knew more about}
this country than I, tfn American, do. One
day ho informed ine with groat pride that
he had been invited to a dinner thVt was
to be'given in honor of a certain Prince
Eristoff, who was at that moment in New
York ostensibly for the purpose of wooing
the fair and coy Mrs. Frank Leslie, then iu
the zenith of her charms, according to the
trustworthy art of newspaper portraiture.:

1 Bernstoff, who was such a complete asaj
that he did not know that his own title

> was infinitely better than that of the Rus»sian nomad, assured me that the fact of
his having dined with the Prince would)
raise him immeasurably in the estimation;
of all Americans, who, he sagely remarked,
were crazy over princely titles. It was
useless to dispute the fact with him, and
he attended the dinner convinced that it
was'going to prove of great benefit to him.
Now, the host was an American, who felt

that it would not do to ask a prince to sit
down at table with mere untitled demotcrats, so he ransacked the town to secure a

f suitable array of guests and the result was
, that the Prince, who bad hoped to meet

n lrvf nf clmnlo nnrl -tvoalfViv "NTonr Vftrlravq

whom lie could pluck at his leisure, found1
himself surrounded by a pack of broken-j
down counts, barons and marquises, who
tipped him the wink as if to say, "We're
all in the same game together!"
The dinner progressed pleasantly, the

guests vleing with one another in lying
about the distinguished peoide who had entertainedthem, and in criticising the appointmentsof the various swell houses in
which they claimed to have been feted and;
dined. The Prince fairly overflowed with
entertaining anecdote, but it must have
been a sad thing for him to realize as he

; gazed about the festive board that there
1 was not a dollar and a half in ready cash;
£ in the whole crowd- The only person be7sides the host who regarded him with open1mouthed reverence was little Bernstoff,
t and as the party broke up the Prince said,

to him, "Well, Count, we're both of us goingdown, I believe; suppose we go to3gether."
3 The Count was enchanted at this bit ofj
e princely condescension, but as he was put-j
1 ting en his overcoat the host took him aside
1 and asked him if he had any small change
* in his pocket. "A little," he replied, cau-i

tiously, "but why?"
"Because the Prince has not a cent and

you must pay his car fare."
As they left the house they found that a

1 heavy rain had set in, and the Prince wasi
* for taking a cab at once, but New York'
1 cab fare is to a Gerfhan nobleman what

holy water is to the devil, and Bernstoff-
suuuuert'u ui me very mea ui it.

"Come along," he urged, as he dragged!
his companion toward Sixth avenue.
"We'll get a cas.* down here, and, besides,;
this isn't rain; this is just the heavy dcwi
that art ways falls in the upper part of the
city."
And so talking, he led the reluctant

Prince to the western artery of humble;
travel, placed hiiy, still remonstrating, in-,
side the horse car. handed the conductor a;
nickel and then disappeared into the night.!

The Tom Gat's Mission,
f The cry of a ct<t saved many lives earlyi

this morning, when a disastrous fire broke
out in the fashionable ,Hermoine apartmentj
house, at No. 82 East One Hundred and1

^ Sixteenth street..Evening Paper.
When the flames their way are licking

with a neatpess and dispatch
Gayly upward while you roam on dreamland'scoast, ,

You may know that you'll be wakened erej* the conflagration catch
1 And surround you to be-devil you on,

toast.
For you'll hear the rumpty-tumpty of the,

tortoise Tommy cat

j
And the tumpty-tumpty '11 have a won-)

drous eliarm, '

And when leaping for your trousers, your
mantilla and your hat

You'll appreciate the newest fire alarm.'
o Oh, the Tommy; oh, the Tommy,
t Oh the Tommy, Tommy cat;

He'll ride the fire engine
And he'll knock the Phoenix flat.

n
Soon the Are Insurance folks will smile upon

the Tommy cat,
''

And upon the circulars his face we'll spy.
And the rate* unon the furniture In eastlei

t or in flat

0 Where the Tommy tootles wont be half
[j so high.

When he notes the flame a-curling, and he
. sees the smoke appear,

He will caper like the rabbit on the farm.!
r As the goat the zephyr fractures will he dlsjlocate your ear,
A For the Tommy is the newest Are alarm.

Oh, the Tommy; oh, the Tommy;
Oh, the Tommy, Tommy cat;

r He'll ride the fire engine
* And he'll knock the Phoenix flat,
r

.

o Then be kind unto the Tommy when beneaththe moon he toots,
The traditions of his forebears to pro-,

serve.
Don't disturb him with your soapdish or

? your bootjack or your boots,
n All projected on the parabolic curve,
(1 For the Tommy has a mission, and a mlsi.siou great, indeed,
g 'Tis to shield us from the blaze and all:
s its harm,
s That we may not have to jump unto the
> pave with lightning speed.

Oh, the Tommy is the newest Are alarm.

,t Oh, the Tommy; oh, the Tommy,
Oh, the Tommy, Tommy cat,

I He'll ride the Are engine
And he'll knock the Phoenix Aat.

It. K. MUNKITTBICK.
r

Would Keel Like Gr.gc and Sherman
[Chicago Dispatch.]

o It is believed that Mr. Cullom would he will-

lng to quit looking like Lincoln long enough to
feel like Lyman J. Gnge or John Sherman s

r (lny or two.

t Sherman's Arctics.
[St. Louis Republic.]

Consistent caricaturists should depict "Ice,rWagon" John Sherman's Senatorial shoes as
arctics.

Sherman's Mind.
s [Washington I'ost.]

11 Of course, If John Sherman should decide t»
change his mind, there would he no Senatorial

l" vacancy for Mr. Busbnell to till.

Business Item.
[Detroit Tribune.]

k There's big money in it for the man who gets
0 the kinetoscope privileges for that Ohio Senatoriallight.


